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CURRENT POLITICAL WORK

Wins in parliament 

Lee has won the numbers in the NSW Upper House that have resulted in Greens motions on a number of key issues being passed. Her call for the government to immediately release its new bike plan that is now nearly 12 months overdue was agreed to.  Secret documents on the sale of land that may have benefited central coast sand mining operations have been released. The NSW government has been called on to work with the Leeton community to ensure that the Carramar nursing home is retained in public hands as a result of a Greens motion. Documents on the CBD Metro have been released, and the Greens Save Graythwaite Bill passed.  

Since June last year the Greens actions in parliament have been more successful partly because the Shooters have not provided consistent support to Labor since the NSW government refused to support their bill to allow shooting in national parks. 

However, after events this week we are left wondering if a Labor-Shooters deal is back on. In one day the Shooters backed Labor to block a censure motions of the NSW Treasurer, to stop the release of papers on a Chinese coal company and to defer an inquiry into the CBD Metro. 

There has been growing speculation about a thawing in their relationship following the government's decision to approve the Hill Top Shooting Range, a project that is in a high fire danger area and that is bad news for the local environment and public safety. 

Mining 

The Greens have continued to give strong backing to the decade long campaign for a government-funded study into the health impacts of mining on Hunter residents. At a rally outside Hunter Minister Jodi McKay's office locals spoke movingly of the serious health impacts they and their families face. We produced a coal health study now website and bumper sticker.   

The opening of Newcastle’s Third Coal Terminal is bad news for the local economy and the environment as it will lock the region into a coal dependency. We backed a union protest, as workers at this terminal are being paid 17 per cent less than those at neighbouring loaders. 

Lee congratulated the Liverpool Plains farming community for their win in the Supreme Court that found BHP Billiton's licence to explore for coal on two properties was invalid because the company had not consulted all landholders. The farmers lifted their 615-day blockade after this win only to be hit by the decision of the NSW government to introduce the Land Access Bill to overturn the court decision. Last year many of the Caroona farmers travelled to Sydney to support the Greens bill to protect prime agricultural land from mining. 

Lee has visited the Central Coast on two occasions to work with locals opposing the Rocla sand mine expansion at Calga. The Greens and the local community had a win nearby when the government refused to approve the Somersby sandmine. We are gearing up for another big campaign. 

The Somersby community is now pushing to have the Premier honour her promise when she was planning minister that the government would work with Gosford City Council on rezoning so a sand mine can never be developed. 

Health 

Lee visited Leeton to meet with local Greens and members of the Carramar Carers Group, working to stop privatisation plans for the Carramar Nursing Home. The Greens are opposed to the sell off and have called on Health Minister Carmel Tebbutt to visit Carramar before deciding on its future.  

The Greens motion on sunbeds was passed but only after the government and the opposition used their combined vote to delete the section calling on the government to ban sunbeds. Melanoma sufferers are backing Lee's work on this issue, but Labor and the Coalition argue that regulation of the industry is adequate.

The NSW government's failure to adopt and enforce stricter air pollution guidelines is linked to high pollution levels in the Illawarra, with 16 breaches recorded last year. The Illawarra has been an economic powerhouse for the state but NSW Labor has turned a blind eye to the resulting casualty of poor air quality. Lee called for an industry clean up and more extensive monitoring with details released on a website in real time.   

On the first day of the L'Oreal Fashion Week Lee called for tougher regulation of the use of nanotechnology in cosmetics and sunscreens. 

The Greens Save Graythwaite Estate Bill passed by the Upper House has been defeated in the Lower House. North Shore and Opposition health spokesperson Jillian Skinner abandoned her local community by refusing to move the bill. Mr Peter Besseling, Independent MP for Port Macquarie, moved the Greens Bill. 

Southeast NSW

Lee joined the protests in Mumbulla Forest to stop woodchip logging on the NSW south coast. Mumbulla has great significance to local Aborigines. Logging in parts of the Mumbulla Forest was suspended after it was revealed the area may be in an Indigenous Protection Zone. Lee has called on the Environment Minister Frank Sartor to intervene and put an end to logging in these forests. He has been silent on this issue.  

Firearms

Lee has given notice of a Bill to wind up the NSW Game Council. The cowboy operations of recreational shooters in the Illawarra area have highlighted the need for this legislation. A motherless fawn was found in the Illawarra possibly orphaned as result of recreational shooters' deer culling activities around Wollongong University. The failure to have animal welfare groups supervise culls, as required in professional operations, could well be linked to this sad story. Concerns for animal welfare and public safety are growing. 

The Shooters MPs plan to introduce further changes to the Firearms Act that weaken gun control measures. Their other bill to allow shooting in national parks is still on the Upper House business paper. 

Transport 

Lee has worked with community groups calling for the CBD Metro plan to be scrapped. Labor tried to distort our stance by arguing that we were opposed to new public transport for the Inner West. Their smear tactics have now fallen over and it is time to learn the lessons from this costly blunder that has wasted $500 million. The Greens are backing calls for an inquiry. 

Lee is in the middle of the Inquiry into the Taxi Industry that she initiated last year. Successive Labor and Coalition governments have overseen a monopoly concentration in the industry, to the detriment of the travelling public and the drivers. 

Clean government 

Three former NSW premiers received more than $1 million in expenses last year, with the bulk of money claimed by Neville Wran, Nick Greiner and Bob Carr. Mr Greiner's yearly expenses are now more than half a million dollars. Lee called for a review of the size of the allowance package and how long after retirement ex-premiers should receive such public assistance.  

The Greens submission to the Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal has reiterated calls for all submissions to the PRT to be made public, for the public to have a right to make submissions, and for details of how MPs spend their allowances to be made public. A copy of the submission is available on request. 

Political donations

The Democracy4sale team has recently revealed details of political donations associated with the pharmaceutical companies, tobacco companies and opposition leader Tony Abbott's fund raising groups.

Lee was on the inquiry that has recommended political donations should be capped at $2,000 per individual and company per year. This and other changes could be implemented before next year's state election. While the inquiry made some good recommendations, others are cause for concern. Lee did a dissenting report that is available on request. 

Industrial Relations

Lee commented on the loss of 350 jobs at Boeing Milperra factory. On 's ABC PM program  Lee said: "Western Sydney cannot afford to lose 350 jobs … the Premier's priority should be to sit down with Boeing's management and work out how to keep the jobs in Sydney."

PARLIAMENTARY WORK

Lee’s speeches and questions on notice work in parliament - http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/hansart.nsf/V3HHBSpeaker?open&vwCat=Rhiannon,+Ms+Lee 

Lee’s questions with notice -http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/lc/qalc.nsf/QnsPublishedByOriginatorCurrSess!OpenView&Start=1&Count=24464&Expand=22#22 

WEBSITES MANAGED BY OUR OFFICE

http://lee.greens.org.au/
http://democracy4sale.org/
http://end-southeast-woodchipping.org
http://nonewcoal.greens.org.au/

MEDIA COVERAGE  

All media releases - http://lee.greens.org.au/index.php/content/view/1531/94/ 

	Month
	Issue
	Media coverage

	6.3
	Clubs NSW – payout for CEO
	SMH

	8.3
	Shooting range Hill Top
	ABC Illawarra

	9.3
	Declining air quality in Sydney: latest DECC report
	2SM, 2UE, WS FM, MMM-2DAY FM, Vega, 2GB

	10.3
	Filippa Buttitta portrait of Lee
	La Fiama

	10.3
	Public transport
	2SM

	11.3
	Justice for involuntarily detained mentally ill
	SMH, ABC, 2GB, 2UE

	12.3
	Security guards
	ABC, 2SM, 2UE, ABC 702, ABC Newcastle, ABC Riverina

	13.3
	Inadequate resources mental health
	2GB, 2CH

	14.3
	Contaminated school drinking water
	Sunday Telegraph, 2SM, 2UE

	14.3
	Nanotechnology in cosmetics
	Opinion piece Sun Herald and the Age

	16.3
	Barangaroo clean-up
	Cumberland Courier Newspapers

	16.3
	Mining subsidence damage
	Newcastle Herald

	17.3
	Breaches by Eastern Star Gas
	Northern Daily Leader

	17.3
	Carramar nursing home
	ABC Riverina morning show, ABC 2UE, 2SM ABC Riverina news

	17.3
	Coal transition plan
	2HD, 2UE, 2SM

	17.3
	Noreen Hay fundraiser
	ABC Illawarra, Illawarra Mercury

	17.3
	Hunter coal story
	2NM

	18.3
	Mining transition to clean energy
	2NM

	18.3
	Carramar nursing home
	ABC Riverina

	18.3
	Climate change and coal mining
	2HD

	18.3
	Ungendered status
	Ninemsm, Sydney Morning Herald, Pink News UK

	19.3
	Coal mining and health
	Sydney Morning Herald

	19.3
	Upper hunter air quality
	ABC Newcastle

	19.3
	Carramar nursing home
	Irrigator

	20.3
	Cycling facilities
	Sydney Morning Herald

	21.3
	Metro and public transport
	Sydney Morning Herald

	21.3
	Lady Gaga
	Sunday Telegraph

	25.3
	Caroona blockade ends
	2SM

	25.3
	Inappropriate use of parliament house
	702 ABC News, ABC Newcastle

	25.3
	Mining and local communities
	Lithgow Mercury

	26.3
	South west ozone level
	Liverpool Leader

	26.3
	Caroona farmers
	2TM Tamworth

	29.3
	Lotteries Sale: refer to Auditor General
	ABC TV News

	29.3
	Donations figures out: both parties reap rewards
	SMH

	29.3
	Coal and local communities
	Newcastle Herald

	29.3
	Tatts group bidding for NSW Lotteries
	2SM

	30.3
	Lotteries Sale: refer to Auditor General
	SMH, 2GB Morning Show

	30.3
	Donations figures out: both parties reap rewards
	SMH

	30.3
	Koalas and logging in SE NSW
	SMH online, ABC Radio, 2SM, WIN TV

	30.3
	Illawarra Labor MPs and donation fundraisers
	Illawarra Mercury

	30.3
	Greens vision for the Hunter
	ABC Radio Newcastle Morning Show

	1.4
	Lotteries sale: legal advice
	2SM, 2UE

	1.4
	Cabcharge and taxi industry
	SMH

	1.4
	Political donations reform
	SMH

	4.4
	Cabcharge and taxi industry
	Sun-Herald

	6.4
	CBD Metro secret documents released
	SMH

	6.4
	Ceramic Tile Factory Rutherford: Emissions lid to be raised
	2HD

	6.4
	RSPCA and Koala Inquiry
	Prime TV, ABC New England North West

	6.4
	Sydney CBD Metro
	2SM

	7.4
	Orphan fawn shooting in Illawarra
	Illawarra Mercury

	7.4
	Protest to save Mumbulla koalas
	Prime TV, ABC South East

	8.4
	Deportation Sheikh Leghaei
	Valley Times

	8.4
	Orphan Fawn: recreational shooting in Illawarra
	Leon Delaney morning show 2SM, Daily Telegraph, Illawarra Mercury, 2SM

	8.4
	Koala habitat logging blockade in Mumbulla Forest
	2GB news, SMH

	8.4
	Recreational shooters
	2UE

	9.4
	inquiry into the RSPCA and wildlife park raid
	ABC Tamworth, Prime TV News, AAP

	9.4
	Koalas Mumbulla and forest blockade
	ABC South East

	10.4
	CBD Metro papers
	ABC radio news

	12.4
	health study into risks of coal mining
	2HD Newcastle, 2SM, ABC Newcastle

	12.4
	Koalas Mumbulla and forest blockade
	SMH

	13.4
	two truck accident on the F3
	2SM

	13.4
	health study into risks of coal mining
	2SM

	13.4
	Logging and south east state forests
	Bega District News

	14.4
	Coal mining and health impacts
	Newcastle Herald

	14.4
	Classification standards
	Sydney star Observer

	14.4
	Failure F3 accident response
	2SM

	14.4
	Coal mining and health study
	ABC Muswellbrook, i98 FM, 2UE, 2SM,KOFM, ABC Newcastle, 2HD, Newcastle Herald, NBN Newcastle Hunter, NBN Coffs Harbour, NBN Tamworth, NBN Lismore, NBN Central Coast, ABC the Drum

	14.4
	Koala woodchip protest
	Narooma News

	15.4
	Coal mining and health study
	Newcastle Herald, 2HD

	15.4
	MPs allowance rorts
	702 ABC , 2SM, 2UE, 2GB

	15.4
	Coal dust
	Daily Telegraph

	15.4
	Koala forest protest
	Magnet

	16.4
	Camberwell Common given to mining company
	ABC Newcastle, KOFM, 2HD , ABC TV news, ABC Riverina

	16.4
	Impact of coal industry on local communities
	ABC afternoon programme, 2NM afternoon show, Sydney Morning Herald

	16.4
	Coal health study protest Newcastle
	Daily Telegraph

	17.4
	Caroona mining
	Sydney Morning herald

	17.4
	Cash-for-access and Abbott’s political donations
	ABC, 2UE, 2GB, Brisbane Times

	17.4
	Health study and coal mining
	Daily Telegraph

	19.4
	Camberwell Common given to mining company
	2NM

	19.4
	MyZone ticketing
	2SM

	20.4
	Auditor General report on MPs allowances
	ABC Dubbo morning show

	20.4
	NSW govt overturn Caroona Supreme Court win
	702 ABC , ABC New England , 2SM, 2UE, 2TM, ABC Central West, AAP

	21.4
	Somersby sand mining rezoning
	Star FM

	21.4
	Federal audit on climate change targets
	ABC

	21.4
	Mining land access bill
	2NM Muswellbrook, ABC Upper Hunter, 702 ABC, ABC Newcastle, AAP ABC, 2UE, 2SM, ABC Rural Report

	21.4
	Motion rezoning land at Somersby
	2GO Gosford

	22.4
	Camberwell Common
	ABC Muswellbrook

	22.4
	Hunter Health and mining study
	ABC Muswellbrook, 3CR

	23.4
	Somersby sand mine
	Central Coast Advocate

	23.4
	Need for health study into coal mines
	ABC Newcastle

	23.4
	Law, mines access to farm land
	Radio Atticus 2SER

	27.4
	No sell off Carramar aged care facility
	2SM, ABC Riverina news and morning show, ABC News Online, ABC Riverina

	27.4
	High speed rail
	ABC Central Coast

	28.4
	No sell off Carramar aged care facility
	World Top News & Education


EVENTS LEE HAS ATTENDED SINCE LAST REPORT

GREENS EVENTS 

· Parliamentary Liaison Committee

· State Delegates Council

· Waverley Greens local group monthly meeting

· Goulburn Greens meeting

· Southern Highlands Greens

· Greens transport forum

· Greens population forum

· Summer Hill Greens local group meeting

· Stall with Manly Greens 

· Juanita Nielsen Memorial Lecture

· Riverina Greens

· Bega Greens local group meeting

MEETINGS ATTENDED IN PARLIAMENT 

· AID/WATCH forum on Pacific and climate change

· Ian Cohen defamation fundraiser

MEETINGS ATTENDED IN PARLIAMENT WHERE LEE SPOKE

· NSW Young Greens event

· Fellowship Roundtable Forum on peak oil

· Forums with students from primary and secondary students (x3)

· Granville TAFE students

· Book launch with Humanists Society

EVENTS OUTSIDE PARLIAMENT WHERE LEE SPOKE

· Opening address Sri Mata Amritanandamayi event, Sydney

· Forum on Terrorism, Marrickville Peace Group

· Blockade Newcastle Port, Newcastle

· Shac Youth Outreach fundraiser, Ryde Epping

· Rally in support of refugees, Sydney 

· Climate Action Summit, Canberra

· Public meeting proposal Calga sandmine, Kariong

· May Day rally, Sydney

· Celebration for win to retain Sydney Ferries in public hands, Balmain

· Vegan Expo, Petersham

· Marriage Equality rally, Sydney

· Protest plans for NT nuclear dump, Maroubra

· Rally for inquiry into coal related health issues, Newcastle

· Campus Greens Climate Change Forum, Macquarie university

EVENTS ATTENDED OUTSIDE PARLIAMENT 

· Award ceremony for Palestinian students, Granville

· Public forum on NT intervention, Sydney

· Greek National Day Festival, Sydney

· Tour of Dharawal and Georges River sites re impact of coal mining, Dharawal and Bankstown

· Briefing on kangaroo management, Canberra

· AFTINET annual dinner, Surry Hills

· Public forum "Senate are unrepresentative swill", Sydney

· Climate change forum, Newcastle

· Festival Mt Munmorah power station, Wyong

· International Day of Mourning for Workers (killed at work), Sydney
· International Women's Day rally, Sydney
· Tour of Carramar Nursing Home and meeting Carramar Carers Group, Leeton
· F Conference, Sydney
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES

· Inquiry into 2008 Local Government Election

· Inquiry into Electoral Funding

· Inquiry into the Taxi Industry

· Inquiry into the NSW Ambulance

LEE'S PORTFOLIOS 

Attorney General, Animal welfare, Electoral issues, Gaming and Racing, Gay & Lesbian (LGBTI) issues, Health, Hunter, Industrial Relations, Mineral Resources, Parliamentary processes, Premiers & Cabinet, Roads, Transport, Ports, Waterways, Rural Affairs, Science & Medical Research, South-East NSW, Western NSW, Women, Youth.

STAFF, VOLUNTEERS AND INTERNS

Staff – Alison Orme, Susie Gemmell, Linda Wilhelm, Mark Riboldi.

Volunteers – Norman Thompson coordinates the Democracy4sale project.  Linda Wilhelm also volunteers one day a week. Ann McArthur volunteer on Mondays. Georgia Van Toorn on Tuesdays. Louise Callaway Thursday. 

CONTACT WITH MY OFFICE 

Ph 
92303551  




Fax 
92303550

Lee Rhiannon





lee.rhiannon@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Alison Orme – adviser 




alison.orme@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Susie Gemmell – adviser



susie.gemmell@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Mark Riboldi – adviser 




mark.riboldi@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Linda Wilhelm - office administration 


linda.wilhelm@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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