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Lee Rhiannon, Greens MLC

Parliament House

Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2OOO

Ph:  9230 3551   Fax: 9230 3550

Email: lee.rhiannon@parliament.nsw.gov.au
If you would like to discuss any aspect of this report with me prior to the June SDC please contact me – phone and email details above.

UPDATE SINCE LAST SDC

Transport
I have been involved in two bicycle protests in the past month. Our office organised an action calling on Cityrail to stop charging users for carrying fold up bicycles on trains.. With a good showing of bikes and a few speeches we then sent off a bundle of protest letters to the Minister for Transport. The following week I joined Justice on Wheels in a ride around the city and a rally outside Parliament in memory of all cyclists killed by motorists. The protest was prompted by the tragic death of Ian Humphrey, an Adelaide cyclist. 

----------
The Minister for Roads Michael Costa is still refusing to respond to NSW Health warnings about pollution dangers in the M5 East tunnel. This irresponsible behaviour is jeopardising the health of commuters and residents in southwest Sydney. This warning was found in NSW Health documents released to the public following a successful motion put to the NSW Legislative Council. NSW Health found that pollution levels in the M5 East tunnel are high enough to pose a serious risk for asthmatics, the elderly and those with heart and chest conditions. 

----------

When the NSW Greenhouse advisory panel proposed to combat Greenhouse gas omissions by reducing the cost of registration for small cars and increasing it for large ones, I supported the move and called on the Government to consider also linking registration costs to the distance people travel each year, where effective public transport options exist. 
------------
I called on Transport Minister Michael Costa to publicly rule out reviving the M4 motorway when the project was put on hold. Residents in the inner west have the right to know that they will not be exposed to unsafe levels of local air pollution and that means the Government must make a clear cut commitment to abandon the M4 East proposal in its entirety.

----------

I am still pursuing the release of the Branch Line Audit report. Two motions calling on the government to release the report have been passed unanimously by the Legislative Council. The report has still not been released so we are now seeking legal advice to have the documents presently under privilege released to the public. The rail branch lines in western NSW are in urgent need of repair and this Audit Report would contain critical information that could help to fastrack their upgrade. 
-----------

Budget
Treasurer Andrew Refshauge’s first budget showed the NSW government is slowly getting over its irrational public sector borrowing voodoo, but its priorities are still wrong. Expenditure on capital infrastructure for police increased by 21% compared with the previous year, but only 7% for education. A 26% reduction in capital expenditure for rail services means further run downs in public transport services. I argued that the $303 million budget surplus should be used to provide extra resources for the most disadvantaged schools in the state by funding the $16 million dollar priority action schools program. It is an indictment of the Labor government that they can find more than $50 million for the elite wealthy private schools and then cut funding for additional teachers, literacy programs and smaller class sizes for the most needy schools in NSW. 

--------

Public works
The federal government’s plans to takeover Port Botany cannot be justified. Planning for this area would become even more distant from local communities. Such a power grab would set back the movement of freight through NSW ports, endanger the local environment and bring hardship to local communities through added road congestion and local air pollution. Reports on the Deputy Prime Minister’s federal takeover plan for certain ports state that he did not even take his idea to Cabinet. I used this announcement to again call for the federal government to cooperate with the state government to expand Newcastle and Port Kembla port facilities, and that needs to include upgrading rail freight lines. 

--------

When the story broke that the Japanese plan to extend their annual whale slaughter I called on the Carr Government to ban all whaling ships from NSW ports. As everyone  knows that the killing of whales for scientific purposes is a sham the Minister for Ports Michael Costa should  add the considerable weight of the State Government to the growing campaign to ban whaling.

----------

Education 
The state government has now announced plans to use the so-called Public Private Partnerships model to build nine public schools. This means that private companies will profit from public money in the construction of these public schools because the government is unwilling to use public sector workers. I called for the million dollars a week of public grants that go to capital works for private schools to be diverted into the public schools system.

-----------

/In the next sitting of the Legislative Council my motion English as a Second Language Services (ESL) will be debated. The Greens are calling on State and Federal Governments to increase funding for ESL services in NSW public schools in order to employ an additional 100 ESL teachers by the end of 2005. 24% of students in government schools come from language backgrounds other than English so there is a clear need for these services.

--------

I was in Orange for Education Week with Greens Rural Spokesperson Jeremy Buckingham to call on the NSW government to declare a moratorium on reducing teacher numbers in public schools in drought affected parts of NSW. It is going to be a tough winter for people on the land and the Greens plan ensures that the education of young people does not suffer. The Greens’ plan is designed to retain schoolteacher numbers even when student numbers fall below the Government’s threshold.   

---------

Industrial relations 
By the time we meet at the next SDC we will have held the public forum “Workers rights, union rights, your rights” which is being organised to help mobilise community opposition to the Coalition’s new industrial regime. Our office is organising this with Kerry Nettle’s office. Check out how the workplace changes will affect Australian communities and impact on political life around the country at http://actu.asn.au/public/news/1117430294_31675.html
---------

After a long campaign to bring in industrial manslaughter legislation by unions, injured workers and their families and the Greens I cautiously welcomed the government’s plans to amend the Occupational Health and Safety Act to bring in gaol and fines when a worker dies on the job. I pointed out that the inconsistency between penalty provisions between the new industrial manslaughter legislation and the current offence of manslaughter covered by the Crimes Act could jeopardise the intent to reduce workplace deaths. The offence of manslaughter under the Crimes Act carries a maximum sentence of 25 years, while under the new Workplace Fatalities Bill five years is the maximum sentence. In association with members of the Industrial Relations Working Group I am working on a series of amendments to make the bill more effective in reducing workplace deaths.
---------

I welcomed the call from Labor shadow environment minister Anthony Albanese and CFMEU Forestry Secretary Craig Smith for the ALP to retain the forest policy it released during the last federal election. This policy provides forest protection while providing for meaningful job creation programs. Albanese and Smith acknowledge that it is not environmental regulations but technology upgrades that are the main cause of job losses in the forestry industries. The Greens in NSW have worked with Craig Smith on other environment and jobs campaigns. We jointly called for an end to the use of overseas rainforest timbers in formply and we successful campaigned to stop wood fired power stations being built in NSW. 

-----------

I recently met outworkers making top fashion items who are working under appalling conditions in south-western Sydney. Their initial pay is $2 an hour and they then graduate to $4.50 an hour. The hours are long from 8 am to 6 pm with the only break being about 20 minutes for lunch. These appalling conditions are a reminder of what is in store for working Australians if Howard’s workplace agenda becomes law. The workers I met received no annual leave, no workers compensation, no long service leave entitlements or any superannuation. I have lodged a complaint with the tax office as I have doubts that the companies involved bother paying tax. 

-----------

Justice
Following a number of embarrassing incidents where vital evidence has been mislaid I have called for police to be stripped of the responsibility for storing or transporting physical evidence in criminal cases and for this critical work to be given to a new independent statutory authority. Since 1997 there have been at least 13 incidents where prosecution evidence has been interfered with or lost.

-------------

I have called on state and local government authorities to ensure that sex workers in Darlinghurst and East Sydney are not isolated from support and outreach programs as a consequence of any street closures in the area. Street workers are not going to stop working because of street closures. What will happen is that they will be pushed into other suburbs, possibly industrial estates, where their personal safety is at risk.

------------

Allegations that members of the NSW Liberal Party brought pistols to a recent branch meeting prompted me to refer the allegations to the NSW Police Commissioner. These are serious allegations as it would be worrying if violence and intimidation gained a foothold in our political process. I would have expected the Liberal party to contact the police themselves, given their law and order stance but as they did not I referred the matter myself. 

--------------

Following the announcement of the sentences for the HIH ex-directors Ray Williams and Rodney Adler I called for a review of their sentences. Lengthy community service orders coupled with aggressive asset stripping to pay back people ripped off by the pair would have been a preferable sentence in these circumstances.

-----------

The Amnesty International report that 103 people have been killed in North America by “non lethal” electric tasers prompted our office to call on the Police Minister to withdraw approval for NSW police to be given these dangerous weapons. 

-------------

The three Greens MPs supported the government’s Grievous Bodily Harm Bill, which is an acceptable solution to the difficult issue of how to deal with offenders who cause the death of a women’s foetus. Christian Democrat Rev Fred Nile and other members of the religious right were unsuccessful in their attempts to use the Bill to undermine women’s right to access abortions.

-------------

People who do not have a licence can now acquire a photo identification card. The Photo Card Bill was criticised by the Privacy Foundation as proposing an ‘Australia Card’ style regime.  The government would not support the amendments I moved to block the establishment of a centralised database aimed at holding the personal records of every resident in NSW. 

----------

Mining
Following BHP Billiton’s announcement that long wall coal mining had commenced at its Dendrobium site I requested the Minister for Mines release the site’s geographical data and make the area available for a public inspection. BHP Billiton has the capacity to properly chart the effects of long wall coal mining. Because of its lack of cooperation with locals our office is hoping to have an area near the mine site surveyed so we can track the damage.

------------ 

I have called on Country Energy to pay Mr Neville Williams, an Aboriginal elder, for his work monitoring the collection and relocation of Aboriginal artefacts facing destruction from the construction of the electricity transmission line to service the Lake Cowal gold mine. Last year Mr Williams was paid for his survey work and other Aboriginal monitors from local land councils are currently being paid for the same work. 

------------

The Community Coal Alliance was formed at the NSW Coal Issues Forum held last month in the NSW Parliament. The failure of the coal industry to properly respect communities and environments has created this unified and growing voice to speak out against the excesses of coal mining. Our office was pleased to host this meeting. A report of the proceedings will be available shortly. The Alliance has called for the release of the government’s white paper on the impact of mines on the environment.

----------------

Parliament procedure
When it was agreed that members of the NSW Parliament will swear an allegiance to the people of New South Wales instead of the Queen of England I took the opportunity to call on the government to remove the union jack from the NSW flag.

---------- 

Donations
A protest at the Liberal’s 'Rebuild NSW' fundraiser organised by the Millennium Forum to raise money for John Brogden’s 2007 election bid attracted considerable interest from the lunchtime crowds. I used the occasion to again call for corporate donations to be banned and for elections to be publicly funded. http://www.democracy4sale.org

----------

LGBTI issues
I gave notice in the NSW Legislative Council that I will move three associated bills to legalise state-based same sex marriage in NSW. Our office has had discussions with the NSW Attorney General and the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby. The public meeting with gay activist Rodney Croome and Tasmanian Greens MP Nick McKim saw vigorous debate about the benefits of this approach.

MEDIA COVERAGE  (April-May 2005)

	DATE
	RELEASE/ISSUE
	OUTLET

	28.5
	CountryLink and buses
	Sydney Morning Herald 

	27.5
	NSW Budget
	Telegraph

	25.5 
	Workplace surveillance
	2SM

	25.5.
	NSW Budget 
	ABC Illawarra, ABC North Coast, 2SER

	24.5
	NSW Budget
	ABC Bega, ABC Illawarra, AAP, 2SM

	22.5
	Workplace safety
	Sun Herald 

	21.5
	Coal Forum
	ABC Newcastle 

	20.5
	NSW Budget
	Prime TV

	20.5
	Federal ports takeover
	Telegraph

	19.5
	Costa’s 4WD Conflict 
	2SM

	19.5
	Federal ports takeover
	2SM, Sydney indymedia

	19.5
	Same Sex Marriage 
	SX, SSO.

	19.5
	Coal Forum 
	ABC Newcastle 

	19.5
	Rural Education policy
	Central Western Daily, Prime TV, WIN TV, ABC Central West, 2GZ.

	18.5
	Western woodlands
	Prime TV, WIN TV, ABC Central West

	18.5
	IR Forum 
	Labornet 

	17.5
	Prison Enquiry
	2SER

	16.5
	Same Sex Marriage 
	2SER

	16.5
	Prison Inquiry
	2SM

	15.5
	Workplace safety 
	Sun Herald

	13.5
	Same Sex Marriage 
	Sydney Star Observer 

	8.5
	Bike Rally
	Cycling News USA

	6.5
	Bill of Rights
	2SM

	6.5
	Industrial Manslaughter
	Telegraph

	5.5
	Industrial Manslaughter
	2SM 

	4.5
	Rego on cars 
	Prime 

	4.5
	Same Sex Marriage
	2WS, AAP

	3.5
	Same Sex Marriage 
	2UE

	2.5
	Prisoner Computers 
	2SER 

	2.5
	Same Sex Marriage 
	Telegraph, ABC News Radio, ABC Online

	1.5
	Same Sex Marriage 
	SMH, AAP x 2 , the Age, (WIN Tas), 2UE, 2SER, 2GB, 2SM 

	30.4
	Branch lines
	ABC online 

	29.4
	PPP education
	2SM

	28.4
	Sexism training 
	2SM

	28.4
	Fold up bike rally 
	Telegraph

	27.4
	Branch line audit 
	ABC Riverina

	27.4
	Same sex marriage 
	2SER 

	26.4
	Fold up bike rally
	2UE, 2SM, Nova, ABC News Radio, Community Radio News, Sydney weekly

	26.4
	Newcastle Uni courses
	2HD

	26.4
	Dendrobium mine closure
	ABC Illawarra

	25.4
	Stamp Duty taxes
	2SER

	25.4
	Bathers Pavilion 
	WIN TV

	24.4
	Knowles driving ban
	Sunday Telegraph

	23.4
	Asbestos in homes 
	Bega District news 

	22.4
	Shooting gallery, Area Health service,  Forest protest
	ABC Bega, 2EC 

	21.4
	Same Sex Marriage 
	Sydney Star Observer 

	19.4
	Carr’s crime ads 
	2SM

	18.4
	Rail line audit 
	Supply Chain Review

	18.4
	Street road closures
	Wentworth Courier

	18.4
	Police Evidence
	2SM

	16.4
	Police Evidence
	2GB 

	15.4 
	Boeing Discrimination 
	Political affairs net 

	15.4
	Stop Pope Pell
	Sydney Morning Herald 

	14.4
	Stop Pope Pell
	Herald Sun, 3AW, Telegraph online, Newcastle Herald 

	14.4
	Same Sex Marriage 
	SX, Sydney Star Observer

	13.4
	Stop Pope Pell
	2UE, AAP, 2SM

	13.4
	Lake Cowal and Country Energy
	Wagga ABC

	12.4
	Same Sex Marriage 
	AAP

	11.4
	Millennium Forum 
	2SM, 2UE, 2GB, 2SER, AAP. 

	10.4
	Government Chauffers
	Sunday Telegraph

	9.4
	
	

	8.4
	Coal Forum
	Newcastle Herald

	7.4
	Coal forum
	WIN, Prime, ABC Hunter, ABC Illawarra, Newcastle Star, 2HD, AAP

	6.4
	Tasers 
	2SM, 2UE 

	6.4 
	Watkins visit 
	2LM

	5.4
	Costa Motion
	2UE Newcastle Herald 

	5.4
	Tasers 
	2UE, 2GB, Newcastle Herald 

	4.4
	Boeing Discrimination
	Green left weekly

	4.4
	Workers entitlements
	Workers online 

	4.4 
	Transport Minister 
	ABC Radio & Online North Coast 

	1.4
	Condom banning chemist 
	Sydney Morning Herald

	1.4
	Malcolm Jones and setting up Stop Greenies Party
	Daily Telegraph 


VISITS 

· NSW south coast – meeting with members of Eurobodalla and Bega Greens on variety of issues including regional shooting complex, woodchipping, community health services. 

· Orange to launch with Greens rural spokesperson, Jeremy Buckingham, Greens education plan for public schools in drought affected areas.

· Wagga Wagga for Legislative Council Inquiry in Personal Injury Compensation
PROJECTS LEE SUPPORTS

· Democarcy4sale research project – ongoing work undertaken by Corey Birtles, Paul Cross, Norman Thompson and our office. See www.democracy4sale.org
GREENS EVENTS LEE HAS ATTENDED SINCE THE LAST SDC

· April NSW Greens State Delegates Council

· Greens Hunter Regional Forum, Maitland

· Greens on Sunday on land tax, Erskineville

· Waverley Greens monthly meeting, May

· Macarthur Greens monthly meeting, April 

· Lower North Shore Greens monthly meeting, April

· Greens Communities Committee April meeting

· Greens Industrial Relations Working Group April and May meetings

· Greens LGBTI Working Group May meeting

· Greens Education Working Group April meeting

· Greens local councillors meeting, Erskineville, April 

· Manly Greens monthly meeting, April

· Randwick Greens new members night, April

· Parliamentary Liaison Committee, April and May 

· Eastern Suburbs Greens new members day

· Greens Women forum and bushwalk, Kiama

MEETINGS ATTENDED IN PARLIAMENT 

· Fairwear on outworkers

· Lachlan Regional Transport Group on CountryLink and SRA

· Rail, Tram and Busworkers Union on current transport crises

· NCOSS on social auditing

· Privacy Foundation on a range of privacy related issues

· Community Legal Centres – introduction to our respective work

· Australian Lawyers for Human Rights – introduction to our respective work

· Meeting with Green Party Aotearoa New Zealand Greens MP Nandor Tanczos and New Zealanders

· Indigenous Social Justice Association on events associated with death of T. J. Hickey
· Two meetings with Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby about same sex marriage campaign
· Meeting with Attorney General and his staff about same sex marriage. 
· Launch of book and school kit “Changing Australia – the Union Story”
EVENTS IN PARLIAMENT WHERE LEE SPOKE
· NSW Coal Issues Forum. Organised by our office to provide a community dialogue between the many groups working on coal related issues.

EVENTS OUTSIDE PARLIAMENT WHERE LEE SPOKE
· Nurses pay justice rally. Outside Prince Alfred Hospital.

· Protest organised by our office at Millennium Foundation – Liberal Party fund raiser. Sydney. 
· Meeting of Public Transport for Western Sydney Action Group, Penrith.

· Fundraiser for Will Saunders and Dave Burgess, the Opera House ‘No War’ artists.

· Sydney university student rally against Voluntary Student Unionism, Sydney.

· Greens Sydney Forum on tsunami aid, Sydney. 

· Greens Same Sex Marriage Forum, Newtown. 

· Justice on Wheels bike rally in memory of cyclists killed by motorists, Sydney. 

· Forceten Forum on Trafficked Women, Surry Hills. 

· World Debt Day rally, Sydney. 

· Bondi Junction Precinct about local post office issues, Bondi Junction

EVENTS ATTENDED OUTSIDE PARLIAMENT 

· Visit with Kerry Nettle to the new rainforest elephant enclosure at Tarragona Zoo

· Tempe Bus Museum for a briefing and familiarity visit, Tempe

· Fundraiser for REDWatch, Redfern

· Outworkers meeting, Bexley

· 90th anniversary celebrations of WILPF, Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, Sydney. 

· Toast to May Day, Redfern

· Launch of National Coalition for Gun Control ban on semi-automatic pistol advertising campaign, the Rocks

· Protest at Sydney Airport development, Tempe

· Save Recherche Bay protest, La Perouse
· May Day rally, Sydney
· Protest Fiji consulate against Fiji anti-gay laws
· Rally in support of East Timor Oil, Sydney
· Lansdowne Fundraising Dinner, Surry Hills
· Save Tassie Forests protest, Kirribilli
PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS 
· Law and Justice Committee – Inquiry into Home Detention

· Hearing in Wagga Wagga and Sydney for GPSC1 Inquiry in Personal Injury Compensation
STAFF, VOLUNTEERS AND INTERNS

Staff – Alison Orme, Kristian Bolwell, Susie Gemmell, Linda Wilhelm

Volunteers – Linda Wilhelm undertakes a range of administration and coordination activities for our office. Kathie Forster is researching a report of early childhood education issues. Norman Thompson coordinates our volunteer team researching donations to political parties. Michelle Loh, who has volunteered with our office for over a year has now left to work overseas. 

CONTACT WITH MY OFFICE (see over)

CONTACT WITH MY OFFICE 

Ph 9230-3551  Fax 9230-3550w

Lee Rhiannon




lee.rhiannon@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Alison Orme – adviser 



alison.orme@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristian Bolwell – media adviser 


kristian.bolwell@parliament.nsw.gov.au


Susie Gemmell – adviser



susie.gemmell@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Linda Wilhelm
 - office administration 

linda.wilhelm@parliament.nsw.gov.au


If you have trouble reaching my office by phone I apologise. We endeavour to answer all phone calls within two days and all correspondence within two weeks. Our workload continues to increase so we very much appreciate the assistance we are receiving from a number of volunteers to manage the inquiries that we receive.  

E-BRIEF

We produce a regular email bulletin providing information on our work in Parliament, a summary of Greens media, what’s on, and juicy bits of information. It’s a great way to keep up to date on Greens events and views.  To subscribe email to lee.rhiannon@parliament.nsw.gov.au with E-Brief subscribe as the subject. 
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