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Entitlements or Perks – an important Greens issue

Australians have a long-term cynicism to politicians. After the Reith telecard affair, the Murray travel affair (the Speaker of the Lower House had to pay back $7000) and the alleged sexual assault by a NSW politician the collective standing of this nation’s politicians is at a very low ebb. This is an issue Greens need to address – for two reasons: the first is that the democratic process is compromised when many people are cynical about the motives of their elected representatives, and the second is that Greens politicians can be tarnished by this public perception.

As The Greens, we are rightly proud of our integrity and committed to transparency and accountability in public affairs. While there is some understanding of our ethical position we do need to actively promote our policy on entitlements for parliamentarians. 

The Greens NSW SDC passed a number of motions in regard to pollies’ perks late last year. Our position is that parliamentarians should be required to account for and publicly disclose how they use their electoral allowance (up to $63,000 pa), and that if this allocation is not spent on work with one’s constituents then it should go back into the public purse. 

Recently we had the opportunity to highlight our position as the Remuneration Tribunal brought down a draft decision on NSW MPs electoral allowances. At the end of last year the Tribunal determined that members of both Houses had to account for how they spend their allowance and all unspent money would have to be returned to the public purse. After a considerable outcry from parliamentarians the Tribunal has reverted to the suspect former arrangements, which effectively allows members who don’t spend their allowance to pocket that money as wages. 

Response to The Greens position on entitlements has been interesting – not surprising a few MPs are not impressed but from the public support is overwhelming. It is certainly an issue that we should raise at every opportunity as it goes to the heart of Greens politics – doing politics differently in action. 

IN PARLIAMENT

This is the busiest time in parliament with the government pushing through its legislation before the end of the year. Some of the key bills we have been working on cover – water rights, local government elections, the fishing industry, tradeable emissions, superannuation for same sex partners, marine parks and rail management. 

The Greens parliamentary office sends out regular briefs with details of the work of our parliamentary team – questions asked, speeches, updates on legislation. Send in your email and we’ll put you in our e-group. Email lee.rhiannon@parliament.nsw.gov.au or we can arrange to send you a hard copy. Contact details over page

LEE RHIANNON PARLIAMENTARY MEDIA REPORT 
The Greens have received print and/or electronic media coverage on a variety of issues, including - FreightCorp – Goulburn Post, and many other regional papers west of the Divide; Light rail – Telegraph; Community Relations Bill – Sydney Morning Herald; Alleged sexual assault at parliament -  Sydney Morning Herald, Telegraph; Sun-Herald; Pollie’s perks – Sydney Morning Herald front page, Telegraph, 2GB, ABC TV and radio, Ch 9, Sunday Telegraph, Illawarra Mercury; squatters’ rights – Sydney Morning Herald; Tomalpin industrial park – Telegraph. Gay Games – City Hub; Macquarie student vote fraud allegations – Sun Herald; US elections – The Australian. 

SPOKE AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS

· Sydney Stacked Forum – Parliament House. (issue of unfiltered stacks for tunnels around Sydney);

· Forum on funding of public education (over 800 people attended at Mt Pritchard in Sydney’s western suburbs);

· Winning the Campaign Against Privatisation Conference, organised by PLP.

· Punishment and prisons seminar at Australis 2000 Conference, organised by Humanist Society.

· NCC Open Day at Conference of Nature Conservation Council

· Protest rally in support of filtration for M5 stack

· Protest action in support of Broadway squatters

· Dinner for the Claudia Leach Awards

· Opened World Vegan Day Fair, Lower Sydney Town Hall. Vegan Society

· Festival of Prison Films, Justice Action 

· Olympics and Housing Needs, Redfern Legal Centre

MEMBER OF FOLLOWING COMMITTEES, COUNCILS ETC

· Inquiry into the Increase into the Prison Population (Select Comm - Legislative Council)

· Inquiry into Policing in Cabramatta (General Purpose Standing Comm – Leg Council)

· Council of University of NSW

· Board of Bondi Public School

· Steering Committee of UNSW Ecoliving Program

HOSTED FOLLOWING EVENTS AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE

· seminar on transport for liveable cities,

· s11 film screening 

· forum on the inquiry into boundaries for 8 Sydney local councils,

· forum on a Bill of Rights – a medical perspective

SOME OF THE MEETINGS ATTENDED

· Briefing with Catholic Schools in Parramatta Diocese

· AID/WATCH Annual Fundraiser

· Warringah Council Mayoral election

· Briefing from residents living near Summertime Chicken abattoir, Hornsby

· Forum on Women, Crime and Punishment

· Meeting of Shorter Work Week Committee
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